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ENGULFED IN POLARIZATION

Dutch declines in academic freedom a
‘multi-dimensional problem’

Science academy urges government to facilitate curiosity-driven research and
protect researchers from intimidation
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Demonstranten verstoren
interview met minister
Brekelmans, UvA gaat
aangifte doen

Brekelmans ontvlucht
anti-Israeéel-protest: debat
nog mogelijk op UvA?
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Minister gaat universiteit bellen
Radboud-docent noemt oproep om over pro-Palestijnse docent, maar

aangifte door minister Radboud Universiteit noemt die

‘krankzinnig’: ‘lk roep niet op tot ‘bemoeienis’ ongepast
geweld’

N o om deze a he nen anweade de




CHALLENGES TO ACADEMIC
FREEDOM AND INTEGRITY

FROM OUTSIDE:

government interference challenges institutional autonomy
- academic integrity requires independence

FROM WITHIN:

radical forms of activism challenge openness of universities
- academic integrity requires open exchange of ideas
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ACADEMIC FREEDOM



ACADEMIC FREEDOM

Negative: freedom from ...



ACADEMIC FREEDOM

Negative: freedom from ...

Positive: freedom to ...



Freedom and responsibility

* Integrity requires negative freedom:
independent research makes science reliable

* Positive freedom comes with responsibility:
integrity requires responsibility, which can restrict
‘negative freedom’

* Protests are typically about such restrictions:
“cut the ties”

* How to combine academic freedom and integrity?



THE SCIENCE PARADOX




THE SCIENCE PARADOX

VALUE - FREE BUT ALSO VALUABLE
NEUTRAL EBEUT ALSO INFLUENTIAL

INDEPENDENT BUT ALSO RELEVANT



EXAMPLE 1:
FOSSIL COLLABORATIONS
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Fossil collaborations

* Demand: “cut the ties”

* Question: on which basis can academic freedom be limited?
* Basis: ethical framesworks beyond academic controversy

* Approach: dialogues to reach broad consensus

 Qutcome: ethical limits to academic freedom: “no, unless”



EXAMPLE 2:
COLLABORATIONS WITH ISRAELI UNIVERSITIES
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Israeli universities

* “Take position”:
but hesitant because of academic freedom (open debate)

e “Cut the ties”:

but distinction between political and ethical action
(no boycot to influence Israel but ethical limits to ensure responsibility

* Dynamic combination of freedom and responsibility:

 human rights violations:
case by case assessment of collaborations (open collaborations as basis)

* growing consensus on genocidal violence: we did take position

* broad consensus on genocide:
no new collaborations, attempt to withdraw from existing collaborations






Positive and negative ethics

* Negative ethics:
stopping what you do not want

* Positive ethics:
shaping conditions for what you do want

* Protests:
no ban but rules, because they are important

* Collaborations:
canceling as last resort, positive impact as basis
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§ Metwie praat de UvA? ; ) _ : Goed idee voor Geert en Caroline: wikkel bij de onderhandelingen zo’n arafatsjaal om |-
' ‘Betogers houden VRS P . o t 2 LN je gezicht. Zeg niet wie je bent en waar je vandaan komt, voer het gesprek in gebroken .
gezicht bedekt’ - - ; PRy oA Sl Engels en ze gaan onmiddellijk akkoord met je immigratie-eisen. ’

nieuwsuur

Donderdag 9 mei 2024, 23:12

UvA weet niet met wie ze onderhandelt:
'‘Studenten met gezichtsbedekking aan tafel’

:




ACADEMIC FREEDOM

Negative: freedom from ...
Positive: freedom to ...

Existential: freedom as ...
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POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE ETHICS
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