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This talk

• Case: Smartphone screening of asylum seeker’s phones in the asylum 
procedure in the Netherlands 

• Paradoxical moment
• Taking a stance: epistemological considerations
• Ethics: ‘do no harm’? 
• Politics of impact: what are our rules of engagement? 



Case: Smartphone screening of asylum seeker’s phones in the
asylum procedure in the Netherlands 

PM Rutte: [emphasis added]

Yes, the police will accelerate the identification of identity 
in the asylum procedure. The measures will be introduced 
immediately and mean that clothing and luggage examination 
will be included in the ID examination. If there is reason to do 
so, the police will immediately interview the foreigner. The 
police also have the option to read data carriers, such as 
telephones, if this is deemed necessary. In addition, the 
existing instruments have been tightened up: the document 
investigation by the Military Police, for example. These are also 
linked to the person deployed. That's all happening now.

— Tweede Kamer (2015, p. 23)
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• Semi-structured interviews (n=21)
• Repurpose Freedom of Information 

(FOI) requests as a research 
methodology

• Having to work with Non-Disclosure 
Agreements

• Acquiring and reverse-engineering 
second 
hand device hardware & software 

Methodology 





Academic knowledge transfer
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Public engagement? 



Public engagement: managing relationships & spokespersons



Public engagement: for whom, with whom, what for?

• Lack of information provision to (prospective) asylum seekers about process, rights & obligations
• Purposefull policy decision: asylum deterrance mechanism

à Co-creating information videos



Paradoxical moment



In the university context, three values are key: (1) 
scientific progress, (2) individual academic freedom and 
(3) institutional autonomy. […] The transition to Open 
Science is explicitly linked to values such as openness 
[…] equality, equity, diversity, inclusiveness, 
collaboration and transparency, integrity and public 
interest / shared benefit.

The transition towards an open academic culture 
requires lively networks of Open Science 
communities […] Engagement with society […] 
should be encouraged to provide for open, 
inclusive, and participatory processes for 
knowledge creation



Did you know that open science is a legal obligation under Horizon Europe. Its purpose is to foster greater transparency and 
trust for the benefit of scientific research and for the benefit of EU citizens.

[…] include involving all relevant knowledge actors (including citizens)

Citizen, civil society, and end-user engagement: you should provide succinct information on how this engagement will be 
implemented in your project, where/if appropriate. This may include co-design activities (workshops or focus groups), co-
creation activities (citizen science or user-led creation) and co-assessment activities (assisting monitoring, feedback, and 
evaluation of the governance of projects). 

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe_en


Under this topic, proposals are welcome to address new, upcoming or unforeseen challenges and/or creative or disruptive 
solutions for improving capabilities of practitioners for the secured and facilitated checks of crossings of external borders. 

Improved security of EU external borders […] irregular migration or exceptional situations of mass arrivals at external borders 
[…] Sustained and improved surveillance, real-time situational awareness, and reaction capabilities to cope with potential 
critical situations at the EU external borders



One in four migrant deaths in 2024 
took place at the Mediterranean 

Roughly one in 120 people who 
attempted the Mediterranean crossing 
died in 2024

https://www.migrationdataportal.org



Taking a stance: epistemological considerations

From “God-trick” à
“partial view”, as a “modest witness” 

“Situated knowledge” à
making accountable, reflexive, located knowledge claims

e.g. reflect on how taking nation state as starting point 
risks “methodological nationalism” 

Wimmer, A.; Schiller, N. G. (2003). "Methodological Nationalism, the Social Sciences, and the Study of 
Migration: An Essay in Historical Epistemology". The International Migration Review. 37 (2): 576–610



Taking a stance: epistemological considerations

Cf. Foucault, knowledge = power 

“The knowledge which a discourse produces 
constitutes a kind of power, exercised over those 
who are ‘known’. When that knowledge is exercised 
in practice, those who are ‘known’ in a particular 
way will be subject (i.e. subjected) to it. This is 
always a power-relation.”  (Hall, in ‘The West and The Rest’, 205)

e.g. how scholarly use of categories such as 
refugees, asylum seekers, risks reproducing 
inclusion & exclusion mechanisms

Crawley, H., & Skleparis, D. (2017). Refugees, migrants, neither, both: categorical fetishism and the 
politics of bounding in Europe’s ‘migration crisis.’ Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 44(1), 48–64.



Making ”research hassle” (onderzoeksgedoe”
generative

à what can we learn?





“There is a Terra nullius a “nobody’s land” in terms of 
institutional public engagement implementation and
coordination. This Terra Nullius sits between an “arms 
race” to public engagement resources at the level of RIs, 
“boots on the ground” of individual researchers and the
“top marching orders” from the top policy stakeholders—
namely, the Ministry and the Research Funding
organisations.” 

Russo, P., Bergsvik, R., Cramer, J., Kerkhoven, A., & van den Oever, S. (2022). Public engagement at research institutes in the Netherlands: 
Fertile territory or terra nullius? In: M. Entradas & M.W. Bauer (Eds.), Public Communication of Research Universities (pp. 153-167). Routledge.

Politics of impact & rules of engagement of 
public engagement



“the socially engaged researcher interacts with different 
stakeholders and is confronted with differing – at times competing 
– agendas. Researchers engage in the ‘politics of impact’. This 
engagement raises issues about the changing role of researchers 
and calls for revisiting their capacities, their ability to maintain 
integrity, their objectives and how these affect the core mission of 
truth seeking and fact finding.”

Politics of impact & rules of engagement of 
public engagement

Meijer, A., Schäfer, M.T. & Bex, F. (2026). Rules of Engagement: Preserving Academic Values in 
Impactful Collaborations with Public Sector Partners. In K. May-Chahal, F. Mijland and S. Postema
Community-University Engagement and Praxis. Policy Press. 



1. Safeguarding independence: 
Ensure that the research – formulating questions, gathering, analyzing
data and presentation of outcomes – is not unduly influenced by 
external stakeholders. 

2. Procedural guidelines: 
Ensure that external stakeholders know and agree with existing 
academic codes of conduct.

3. Collective reflection with collaborative partners: 
Acknowledge the need for collective reflection around dilemmas and 
create room for this reflection in collaborations

4. Professional competence: 
Ensure formative training for developing professional attitude and 
awareness of the academic ethos.

5. Personal autonomy: 
Allow researchers to refuse a collaboration with certain stakeholders on 
ethical grounds (veto right), without it hurting their career prospects.

Politics of impact & rules of engagement of 
public engagement

Meijer, A., Schäfer, M.T. & Bex, F. (2026). Rules of Engagement: Preserving Academic Values in 
Impactful Collaborations with Public Sector Partners. In K. May-Chahal, F. Mijland and S. Postema
Community-University Engagement and Praxis. Policy Press. 



Thank you for your attention

• Paradoxical moment won’t go away soon
• Research and activism not binary opposites 
• To pursue impact/co-creation/public-engagement, we need to establish 

rules of engagement

Get in touch: k.h.a.leurs@uu.nl


