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'Classic' view on scientific purpose

• σῴζειν τὰ φαινόμενα 
• academic freedom to pursue the interests of science only
• pursuit of truth
• falsification (as scientific progress)
• etc



VSNU Code(s) 2004-2014
purpose of science = science

Honesty and scrupulousness

• "Scientific and scholarly activities (…) should 
remain unaffected by the pressure to achieve"

• "Communication regarding research results should 
be dispassionate and realistic" 

• "(…) the ultimate aim of science is to establish 
facts"

Independence

• "Assignments carried out with third-party funding 
demonstrably contribute to academic teaching 
and/or research"

Impartiality

• "In their scientific or scholarly activities, academic 
practitioners are led by no other interest than 
academic interest"

• "Academic practitioners are impartial and 
objective when they do not let personal interest, 
preference, affections, prejudice or the interests 
of the commissioning or funding body affect their 
judgement and decisions"

• "The choice of methods and criteria is made solely
to establish facts, and is not led by external goals 
such as commercial success or political influence" 



versus NGWI 2018 and KNAW 2021
science serves (higher) purpose

Independence

• Independence is required at all times in the design, 
conduct and reporting of research, although not 
necessarily in the choice of research topic and research 
question. 

Responsibility

• Responsibility means, among other things, 
acknowledging the fact that a researcher does not 
operate in isolation and hence taking into consideration 
– within reasonable limits – the legitimate interests of 
human and animal test subjects, as well as those of 
commissioning parties, funding bodies and the 
environment. 

• "Responsibility also means conducting research that is 
scientifically and/or societally relevant" 

KNAW

"One of the professional standards that may limit and direct
academic freedom in practice is the responsibility for 
people, society and the environment."

"The Netherlands Code of Conduct for Research Integrity 
states that scientists, in their role of researchers, should take 
reasonable account of the interests of those involved in 
their research and those of their environment." 

"This principle also implies that researchers should practice 
science that is scientifically and/or socially relevant.  
Against this background, scientists should always seek a 
proper balance between academic freedom and 
independence on the one hand and social responsibility on 
the other." 

Not about dual use, law-breaking, discrimination etc





From integrity to ethics I
science must serve social change or have 'societal impact'

Cape Town Statement 2022 – Conference theme “Fostering 
Research Integrity in an unequal world” 

• (…) unfair and inequitable research practices remain prevalent at 
all stages of research from proposal development to funding 
application, data collection, analysis, sharing and access, 
reporting and translation. 

• (…) can impact the integrity of research in many ways, including 
skewing research priorities and agendas with research questions 
that are irrelevant for local needs, power imbalances that 
undermine fair recognition of knowledge contributions within 
collaborations, including unfair acknowledgement of 
contributions to published work, lack of diversity and inclusivity in 
collaborations, and unfair data management practices that 
disadvantage researchers in low resource environments. 

Diversity and Inclusivity as a pathway to fair practice and 
attribution 

• Journals and publishers should question the practice of excluding 
local researchers from low-income and middle- income countries 
(LMICs) from authorship when data are from LMICs and have a 
low threshold for rejecting such papers. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
„Eine neue wissenschaftliche Wahrheit pflegt sich nicht in der Weise durchzusetzen, daß ihre Gegner überzeugt werden und sich als belehrt erklären, sondern vielmehr dadurch, daß ihre Gegner allmählich aussterben und daß die heranwachsende Generation von vornherein mit der Wahrheit vertraut gemacht ist ...��Eine neue große wissenschaftliche Idee pflegt sich nicht in der Weise durchzusetzen, dass ihre Gegner allmählich überzeugt und bekehrt werden – dass aus einem Saulus ein Paulus wird, ist eine große Seltenheit – sondern vielmehr in der Weise, dass die Gegner allmählich aussterben und dass die nachwachsende Generation von vornherein mit der Idee vertraut gemacht wird.“
– Max Planck: Planck, Max K. (1950). Scientific Autobiography and Other Papers. New York: Philosophical library.




From integrity to ethics II
science must serve social change or have 'societal impact'

ALLEA 2023 The European Code of Conduct for Research 
Integrity REVISED EDITION 2023 

• The European Code of Conduct describes professional, 
legal, societal, ethical, and moral responsibilities of the 
different actors in different settings, including those who 
define and implement the priorities and criteria for 
research funding, assessment, and publication. 

• An effective European Code of Conduct for the research 
community promotes an ethical mindset.

Accountability

• (…) for the research from idea to publication, for its 
management  and organisation, for training, supervision, 
and mentoring, and for its wider societal impacts

2.1 Research Environment 

• Research institutions and organisations create an 
environment of mutual respect and promote values such 
as equity, diversity, and inclusion.

• Researchers across the entire career path, from junior to 
the most senior level, undertake training in ethics and 
research integrity

• Research protocols take account of, and are sensitive to,
relevant differences among research participants, such as 
age, gender, sex, culture, religion, worldview, ethnicity, 
geographical location, and social class.

2.8 Reviewing and Assessment

• Researchers, research institutions, and organisations
adopt assessment practices that are based on principles 
of quality, knowledge advancement, and impact that go 
beyond quantitative indicators and take into account 
diversity, inclusiveness, openness, and collaboration 
where relevant



Tensions 
if science serves social change or a moral purpose

• What social change?

• Whose ethics? 

• Whose morality?

• Science as 'ancilla'?

• Implications for funding, promotions, 

appointments? 

• What is 'misconduct' (social safety?)
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